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USER EQUIPMENT AND ACCESS NODE
AND RESPECTIVE METHODS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2014/074524, filed Apr. 1, 2014, which
is hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to measurement in a wire-
less network and in particular to measurement in a MMW
(Millimeter Wave)-based wireless network.

BACKGROUND

Ultra Dense Networks, UDNs are generally regarded as
the next generation communication system following the 3rd
Generation Partnership Project Long Term Evolution (3GPP
LTE) system. They are expected to provide data rates up to
10 Gbit/s and even higher, which might meet user require-
ments for increasing data traffic.

MMW is one of candidate techniques for the next gen-
eration communication system (i.e. UDN) due to its high
frequencies and huge license-free bandwidth at these fre-
quencies. Compared with technologies operating at lower
frequencies, however, MMW may suffer more severe signal
attenuation and higher total noise power which result in very
short transmission distances. In order to solve this problem,
an antenna-array beamforming technology is used which is
a promising technology and can enhance intensity of signals
or increase transmission distances significantly.

There are two main schemes about the antenna-array
beamforming technology. One is a digital beamforming
scheme, and the other is an analog beamforming scheme.
With respect to both of the two beamforming schemes,
weighting operations are generally performed to signals
which are to be transmitted from an antenna-array of Access
Node (AN) and received by antennas of an antenna-array of
a UE (User Equipment), or vice versa. Different weighting
operations form different beamforming patterns which thus
result in different effects. The digital beamforming scheme
performs weighting operations to signals in digital domain
and can thus achieve an effect which looks like that signals
from all direction can be received simultaneously by an
antenna-array of a UE. However, the analog beamforming
scheme performs weighting operations to signals in analog
domain and can thus achieve an effect which looks like that
signals from only one direction can be received at a certain
time by the antenna-array of the UE.

In the digital beamforming scheme, since the weighting
operation is done in digital domain, each antenna branch
needs a dedicated Analog-to-Digital Converters (ADC). But
in the analog beamforming scheme, since the weighting
operation is implemented in analog domain before a com-
mon ADC, an antenna-specific ADC can be avoided. Since
complexity and cost of the analog beamforming scheme are
lower than the digital beamforming scheme, the analog
beamforming scheme is preferably used for UEs or ANs in
a MMW-based network. In the current 3GPP LTE network,
however, the digital beamforming scheme is used for UEs or
ANs. Since, as described above, the effect achieved by the
digital beamforming scheme is different from that achieved
by the analog beamforming scheme, mechanisms for UEs or
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ANs using the digital beamforming scheme may not work
for UEs or ANs using the analog beamforming scheme.

One of the mechanisms is intra-frequency measurement
performed during cell search. In the 3GPP LTE network,
intra-frequency measurement refers to a situation in which a
neighbouring AN which is working at the same frequency as
a served UE being currently serviced by a serving AN, is
detected by the served UE. Since the neighbouring AN, the
serving AN and the UE work at the same frequency and the
digital beamforming scheme is used by the UE, the UE can
receive, in terms of actual effect, a signal from the neigh-
bouring AN while performing data communication with the
serving AN at the same time. Therefore, in the 3GPP LTE
network, measurement to the neighbouring AN and data
communication with the serving AN are arranged to be
performed simultaneously.

With respect to UEs using the analog beamforming
scheme, however, the above mechanism can not work since
the UEs can receive, in terms of actual effect, signals in only
one direction at a certain time. When a served UE is
performing data communication with a serving AN, mea-
surement to a neighbouring AN which is working at the
same frequency as the served UE can not be performed by
the served UE. Therefore, if the cell searching mechanism of
the 3GPP LTE network is directly used in a MMW-based
network, those neighbouring ANs which are working at the
same frequency as the served UE can not be detected.

Generally speaking, a system signal, such as a reference
signal or a synchronization signal should be periodically
transmitted by an AN to its served UEs, so that the served
UEs can know information about the AN. Furthermore, in
UDN networks, it is more possible for ANs to use longer
system signal period in order to save power consumption.
Therefore, a UE will take much more time to capture a
system signal of a neighbouring AN if it starts measurement
to the neighbouring AN randomly.

SUMMARY

The object is to obviate at least some of the problems
outlined above. In particular, it is an object to provide a UE
for which an analog beamforming scheme is applied and a
measuring method performed by the UE. It is further an
object to provide an AN and a method performed by the AN.
These objects and others may be obtained by providing a UE
and an AN respectively and a respective method performed
by the UE and the AN according to the independent claims
attached below.

According to an aspect there is provided a measuring
method performed by a user equipment for which an analog
beamforming scheme is applied. The method comprises
transmitting, to a serving access node, a measurement
request for measuring a neighbouring access node which is
working at the same frequency as the user equipment;
receiving from the serving access node, information related
to a series of measurement time gaps; and after a delay,
performing measurement to the neighbouring access node
within the series of measurement time gaps.

Within each of the series of measurement time gaps, the
performing step comprises suspending data communication
with the serving access node; adjusting a beamforming
pattern of the user equipment; and detecting a system signal
of the neighbouring access node.

The method further comprises after the detecting step,
re-adjusting the beamforming pattern of the user equipment;
and restoring the data communication with the serving
access node.
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The information comprises length of the delay, a period of
the series of measurement time gaps, and length of each
measurement time gap.

The period of the series of measurement time gaps is a
multiple of a period of a system signal of the neighbouring
access node, and the length of each measurement time gap
is equal to a sum of an offset and length of a transmitting
time gap within which the system signal of the neighbouring
access node is transmitted.

The method further comprises after the receiving step,
after another delay, performing measurement to another
neighbouring access node within another series of measure-
ment time gaps, wherein the another neighbouring access
node is working at the same frequency as the user equip-
ment, and information related to the another series of
measurement time gaps is included in the information
related to the series of measurement time gaps.

The delay is different from the another delay and the
series of measurement time gaps do not overlap the another
series of measurement time gaps.

According to yet an aspect a method performed by an
access node is provided. The method comprises determining
information related to a series of measurement time gaps in
response to receiving from a served user equipment a
measurement request for measuring a neighbouring access
node which is working at the same frequency as the user
equipment; transmitting the information to the served user
equipment.

The method further comprises after the transmitting step,
suspending data communication with the served user equip-
ment.

The method further comprises before the determining
step, obtaining the system signal of the neighbouring access
node from the neighbouring access node, wherein the infor-
mation is determined at least based on the system signal of
the neighbouring access node.

The information comprises: a delay, a period of the series
of measurement time gaps, length of each measurement time
gap.

The method further comprises determining information
related to another series of measurement time gaps in
response to receiving from the served user equipment a
measurement request for measuring another neighbouring
access node which is working at the same frequency as the
user equipment, and the information related to the another
series of measurement time gaps is included in the infor-
mation related to the series of measurement time gaps.

The series of measurement time gaps do not overlap the
another series of measurement time gaps.

If a transmitting time gap of the system signal of the
neighbouring access node does not overlap that of the
system signal of the another neighbouring access node, a
delay corresponding to the neighbouring access node is
different from that corresponding to the another neighbour-
ing access node, and a period of the series of measurement
time gaps is a multiple of a period of the system signal of the
neighbouring access node and a period of the another series
of measurement time gaps is a multiple of a period of the
system signal of the another neighbouring access node.

If a transmitting time gap of the system signal of the
neighbouring access node overlaps that of the system signal
of the another neighbouring access node, a delay corre-
sponding to the neighbouring access node is different from
that corresponding to the another neighbouring access node,
and a period of the series of measurement time gaps is at
least twice as long as a period of the system signal of the
neighbouring access node, and a period of the another series
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of measurement time gaps is at least twice as long as a period
of the system signal of the another neighbouring access
node.

According to still an aspect a user equipment is provided
for which an analog beamforming scheme is applied. The
user equipment is adapted to transmit, to a serving access
node, a measurement request for measuring a neighbouring
access node which is working at the same frequency as the
user equipment; receive, from the serving access node,
information related to a series of measurement time gaps;
and after a delay, perform measurement to the neighbouring
access node within the series of measurement time gaps.

Within each of the series of measurement time gaps, the
performing step comprises suspending data communication
with the serving access node; adjusting a beamforming
pattern of the user equipment; detecting a system signal of
the neighbouring access node.

The user equipment is further adapted to re-adjust the
beamforming pattern of the user equipment; and restore the
data communication with the serving access node.

The user equipment is further adapted to after the receiv-
ing step, after another delay, perform measurement to
another neighbouring access node within another series of
measurement time gaps, wherein the another neighbouring
access node is working at the same frequency as the user
equipment, and information related to the another series of
measurement time gaps is included in the information
related to the series of measurement time gaps.

According to another aspect an access node is provided.
The access node is adapted to determine information related
to a series of measurement time gaps in response to receiv-
ing from a served user equipment a measurement request for
measuring a neighbouring access node which is working at
the same frequency as the user equipment; and transmit the
information to the served user equipment.

The access node is further adapted to after the transmit-
ting step, suspend data communication with the served user
equipment.

The access node is further adapted to before the deter-
mining step, obtain the system signal of the neighbouring
access node from the neighbouring access node, wherein the
information is determined based on the system signals of the
neighbouring access node.

The information comprises a delay, a period of the series
of measurement time gaps, length of each measurement time
gap.

The access node is further adapted to determine informa-
tion related to another series of measurement time gaps in
response to receiving from the served user equipment a
measurement request for measuring another neighbouring
access node which is working at the same frequency as the
user equipment; and transmit, to the served user equipment,
the information related to the another series of measurement
time gaps.

According to yet an aspect a user equipment is provided
for which an analog beamforming scheme is applied. The
user equipment comprises a processor and a memory. The
memory comprises instructions which when executed by the
processor causes the user equipment to transmit, to a serving
access node, a measurement request for measuring a neigh-
bouring access node which is working at the same frequency
as the user equipment; receive, from the serving access
node, information related to a series of measurement time
gaps; and after a delay, perform measurement to the neigh-
bouring access node within the series of measurement time

gaps.
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Within each of the series of measurement time gaps, the
performing step comprises: suspending data communication
with the serving access node; adjusting a beamforming
pattern of the user equipment; and detecting a system signal
of the neighbouring access node.

The memory further comprises instructions, which when
executed by the processor causes the user equipment to
re-adjust the beamforming pattern of the user equipment;
and restore the data communication with the serving access
node.

The memory further comprises instructions, which when
executed by the processor causes the user equipment to after
the receiving step, after another delay, perform measurement
to another neighbouring access node within another series of
measurement time gaps, wherein the another neighbouring
access node is working at the same frequency as the user
equipment, and information related to the another series of
measurement time gaps is included in the information
related to the series of measurement time gaps.

According to still an aspect an access node is provided.
The access node comprises a processor and a memory. The
memory comprises instructions which when executed by the
processor causes the access node to determine information
related to a series of measurement time gaps in response to
receiving from a served user equipment a measurement
request for measuring a neighbouring access node which is
working at the same frequency as the user equipment; and
transmit the information to the served user equipment.

The memory further comprises instructions, which when
executed by the processor causes the access node to after the
transmitting step, suspend data communication with the
served user equipment.

The memory further comprises instructions, which when
executed by the processor causes the access node to before
the determining step, obtain the system signal of the neigh-
bouring access node from the neighbouring access node,
wherein the information is determined at least based on the
system signal of the neighbouring access node.

The information comprises a delay, a period of the series
of measurement time gaps, length of each measurement time
gap.

The memory further comprises instructions, which when
executed by the processor causes the access node to deter-
mine information related to another series of measurement
time gaps in response to receiving from the served user
equipment a measurement request for measuring another
neighbouring access node which is working at the same
frequency as the user equipment; and transmit, to the served
user equipment, the information related to the another series
of measurement time gaps.

According to still an aspect a user equipment is provided
for which an analog beamforming scheme is applied. The
user equipment comprises a transmitting unit for transmit-
ting, to a serving access node, a measurement request for
measuring a neighbouring access node which is working at
the same frequency as the user equipment; a receiving unit
for receiving, from the serving access node, information
related to a series of measurement time gaps; and a per-
forming unit for after a delay, performing measurement to
the neighbouring access node within the series of measure-
ment time gaps.

According to another aspect an access node is provided.
The access node comprises a determining unit for determin-
ing information related to a series of measurement time gaps
in response to receiving from a served user equipment a
measurement request for measuring a neighbouring access
node which is working at the same frequency as the user
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equipment; and a transmitting unit for transmitting the
information to the served user equipment.

According to yet an aspect a computer program is pro-
vided. The computer program comprises instructions which,
when executed on at least one processor, cause the at least
one processor to carry out the method according to the
method performed by the UE.

According to still an aspect a computer program is
provided. The computer program comprises instructions
which, when executed on at least one processor, cause the at
least one processor to carry out the method according to the
method performed by the AN.

The method performed by a UE and the method per-
formed by an AN as well as the UE and the AN may have
several advantages. In a wireless network, especially a
MMW-based network, through the AN providing informa-
tion about measurement time gap to the UE, the UE may
take a little time to perform measurement, thus increasing
time efficiency and decreasing power consumption. Further-
more, through suspending data communication between the
UE and the AN during measurement, data lost can be
reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

Embodiments will now be described in more detail in
relation to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a measuring method performed by
a UE for which an analog beamforming scheme is applied
according to an exemplifying embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method performed by an AN
according to an exemplifying embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a UE for which an analog
beamforming scheme is applied according to an exemplify-
ing embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a UE for which an analog
beamforming scheme is applied according to an exemplify-
ing embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a UE for which an analog
beamforming scheme is applied according to an exemplify-
ing embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a time diagram schematically illustrating rela-
tions between a system signal of a neighbouring AN, and a
measurement gap.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Briefly described, a UE for which an analog beamforming
scheme is applied and a measuring method performed by the
UE are provided. Also an AN and a method performed by the
AN are provided. Hereinafter, except otherwise specified, a
UE refers to the one for which an analog beamforming
scheme is applied. A serving AN refers to the one which is
providing services to its served UE. A neighbouring AN
refers to the one which is working at the same frequency as
a served UE currently serviced by a serving AN. A mea-
surement gap refers to a period of time within which a
served UE will perform measurement to a neighbouring AN.
A system signal refers to the one which will be periodically
transmitted by a serving AN or a neighbouring AN. It can be,
for example, a reference signal or a synchronization signal
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which carries information about the serving AN or the
neighbouring AN. A transmitting time gap refers to a period
of time during which a system signal is transmitted. In
addition, data communication specifically refers to data
transmitting or receiving, usually not including control
signalling transmitting or receiving. The term “delay” used
herein generally refers to a period of time taken by the UE
to wait for performing measurement after receiving infor-
mation related to measurement time gap from a serving AN.
It is determined by the serving AN after receiving a mea-
surement request from the UE. If there are more than one
neighbouring AN, delays corresponding to the more than
one neighbouring ANs respectively are determined by the
serving AN and all of their starting times are based on one
time point at which the UE receives information related to
measurement time gap from the serving AN.

Embodiments of a measuring method 100 performed by a
UE for which an analog beamforming scheme is applied will
now be described with reference to FIG. 1.

FIG. 1 illustrates the method 100 comprising transmitting
102, to a serving access node, a measurement request for
measuring a neighbouring access node which is working at
the same frequency as the user equipment; receiving 104,
from the serving access node, information related to a series
of measurement time gaps; and after a delay, performing 106
measurement to the neighbouring access node within the
series of measurement time gaps.

There are many conditions which can trigger measure-
ment to a neighbouring AN. As an example, if a UE detects
a weak signal received from its serving AN and one aspect
of the signal is less than a predetermined threshold for a
predefined period of time, the UE will trigger measurement
to a neighbouring AN in order to be serviced by an AN with
better signal quality. At this case, the transmitting step 102
can be done initiatively by the UE. Herein, the measurement
request is specifically directed to measurement to a neigh-
bouring AN which is working at the same frequency as the
UE, rather than a neighbouring AN which is not working at
the same frequency as the UE.

The measurement request can play a lot of roles between
the UE and its serving AN herein. As an example, the UE can
use the measurement request to notify the serving AN that
measurement will to be performed, so that the serving AN
can duly suspend data communication with the UE, thus
avoiding data lost. As another example, the UE can use the
measurement request to obtain useful information from its
serving AN, such as information about a series of measure-
ment time gaps, so that the UE can perform measurement
effectively.

After the transmitting step 102, the UE will wait for a
response from the serving AN. When the serving AN
receives the measurement request from the UE, it will
determine information related to a series of measurement
time gaps and transmit the information to the UE, which will
be discussed in detail hereinafter. When the serving AN
transmits the information, the UE will perform the receiving
step 104, thus obtaining the information related to the series
of measurement time gaps.

When the information related to the series of measure-
ment time gaps is received, the performing step 106 can be
done by the UE. At this step, the UE will perform measure-
ment within the series of measurement time gaps which are
based on the information provided by the serving AN, rather
than randomly. In particular, the serving AN can notify the
served UE of exact time when a system signal of a neigh-
bouring AN will be transmitted. Then, the served UE can use
the exact time to perform measurement. Based on this, time
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taken by the UE to wait for a system signal of a neighbouring
AN can be reduced. Therefore, it is highly effective in time.

In particular, within each of the series of measurement
time gaps, the UE should first suspend data communication
with the serving AN, avoiding data lost during measurement.
This is because data from or to the serving AN can not be,
in terms of actual effect, received or transmitted by the UE
(in fact, the UE can receive the signals in physics from a lot
of directions. Just because the UE uses the analog beam-
forming scheme, the UE can not actually process signals
simultaneously came from such as the serving AN and the
neighbouring AN. Therefore, in terms of actual effect, it
seems that the UE can not receive signals simultaneously
from a lot of directions, or not transmit signals in the
directions), once the current beamforming pattern of the UE
is adjusted (in fact, in this operation, a set of weight values
corresponding to the current beamforming pattern of the UE
are adjusted, so that another beamforming pattern of the UE
corresponding to another set of weight values is generated.
Both of the set of weight values and the another set of weight
values are used for the weighting operation done by the
antenna-array of the UE). Those skilled in the art can design
a lot of methods to do this operation. As an example, the UE
can record the breakpoint and save information which is
helpful for restoring the data communication later.

Next, the UE will adjust the current (for example, the first)
beamforming pattern to a second beamforming pattern in
order to receive a system signal of the neighbouring AN. In
an embodiment, time taken by the UE to adjust the beam-
forming pattern can be considered in determining the series
of measurement time gaps. Details about this will be dis-
cussed later.

Once the adjustment is done, the UE can receive or detect
the system signal of the neighbouring AN.

After the system signal is received or detected, i.e. after
the end of each measurement time gap, the UE preferably
goes back to the serving AN from the detected neighbouring
AN. In particular, the UE may re-adjust its beamforming
pattern (i.e. re-adjust the second beamforming pattern to the
first beamforming pattern) to go back to the serving AN.
Once the UE is serviced by the serving AN, it may restore
the previous data communication with the serving AN.
Then, the UE will wait for the next measurement time gap
to perform measurement. In an embodiment, it may be
enough for the UE to measure the system signal of the
neighbouring AN only once. This may occur in a situation in
which the signal quality of the neighbouring AN is so good
that the UE can perform cell switching, for example. At this
case, there is no need to measure the system signal of the
neighbouring AN again. In another embodiment, measure-
ment may be performed twice or more by the UE.

In an embodiment, there may be another neighbouring
AN which is working at the same frequency as the UE. At
this case, after the receiving step 104, the UE also perform
measurement to the another neighbouring AN. In particular,
the UE will perform measurement to the another neighbour-
ing AN within another series of measurement time gaps also
provided by the serving AN. In an embodiment, the infor-
mation about the series of measurement time gaps (which is
corresponding to the neighbouring AN) and the another
series of measurement gaps (which is corresponding to the
another neighbouring AN) may be provided in the same
signal. In an alternative embodiment, they can be provided
in different signals. It should be noted that the another series
of measurement time gaps can not overlap the series of
measurement time gaps since the UE uses the analog beam-
forming scheme. In particular, if the another series of
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measurement time gaps overlap the series of measurement
time gaps partly or completely, the system signal of one of
the neighbouring AN and the another neighbouring AN can
not be detected as described above. Therefore, when receiv-
ing the information about measurement time gaps of the
neighbouring AN and the another neighbouring AN, the UE
will perform measurement to the neighbouring AN and the
another neighbouring AN respectively after different delays.
The way in which the delays are determined will be dis-
cussed hereinafter.

In an embodiment, if there are much more other neigh-
bouring ANs which are working at the same frequency as the
UE, measurement to the more other neighbouring ANs will
be performed according to the above-described principle.

According to the disclosure, information related to a
series of measurement time gaps may comprise length of a
delay, a period of the series of measurement time gaps, and
length of each measurement time gap which are determined
by the serving AN. By means of such information, the UE
can know when to perform measurement, thus avoiding time
waste which results from random measurement. With
respect to the information, more details will provided below.

Embodiments herein also relate to a method performed by
an AN according to an exemplifying embodiment. Such a
method will now be described with reference to FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method 200 performed by an AN
according to an exemplifying embodiment. FIG. 2 illustrates
the method 200 comprising determining 202 information
related to a series of measurement time gaps in response to
receiving from a served user equipment a measurement
request for measuring a neighbouring access node which is
working at the same frequency as the user equipment; and
transmitting 204 the information to the served user equip-
ment.

As shown in FIG. 2, at step 202, after receiving, from a
served user equipment, a measurement request for measur-
ing a neighbouring AN which is working at the same
frequency as the user equipment, the AN may know that its
served UE may need to perform measurement to a neigh-
bouring AN, in order to perform for example cell switching.
At this time, the AN will determine information related to a
series of measurement time gaps to cause its served UE
perform measurement within the series of measurement time
gaps, thus increasing time efficiency and decreasing power
consumption.

In order to determine the series of measurement time
gaps, the AN may need to know information about a system
signal of a neighbouring AN. Therefore, the AN will need to
obtain the information about the system signal of the neigh-
bouring AN. In an embodiment, after receiving the mea-
surement request from its served UE, the AN may first
communicate with the neighbouring AN to obtain the system
signal of the neighbouring AN, and then determine the
information related to a series of measurement time gaps. In
another embodiment, the AN may communicate with the
neighbouring AN to obtain the information about the system
signal of the neighbouring AN and save it in advance. At this
case, the AN can use the prestored information to determine
the information related to a series of measurement time gaps
after receiving the measurement request.

Now reference will be made to FIG. 9 to schematically
explain how to determine the information related to a series
of measurement time gaps. FIG. 9 is a time diagram sche-
matically illustrating relationship between a system signal of
a neighbouring AN and a measurement gap for the neigh-
bouring AN.
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In particular, the information related to a series of mea-
surement time gaps may comprise a period of the series of
measurement time gaps, length of each measurement time
gap and a delay which will be undergone by the served UE
after transmitting a measurement request and before per-
forming measurement. The information related to a series of
measurement time gaps may be determined based on system
signals of the AN and the neighbouring AN. Since the period
of a system signal of the neighbouring AN and the trans-
mitting time gap of the system signal of the neighbouring
AN could be obtained directly from the neighbouring AN,
the most important thing is to determine the delay. Once the
delay is determined, other information in the information
related to the series of measurement time gaps can be
determined accordingly.

First consider a situation in which one neighbouring AN
exists.

In order to determine the information related to the series
of measurement time gaps, the serving AN should first know
time points at which system signals of the neighbouring AN
will be transmitted. As an example, the serving AN can
directly obtain an absolute time point at which a system
signal of the neighbouring AN will be transmitted, a period
of the system signal of the neighbouring AN and length of
the transmitting time gap of the system signal of the neigh-
bouring AN by communicating with the neighbouring AN
via a dedicated interface. In particular, for example, the
serving AN can obtain absolute time point t2 or absolute
time point t6 shown in FIG. 9 from the neighbouring AN.
Since the serving AN may also know the period of the
system signal of the neighbouring AN, it may know all time
points at which system signals of the neighbouring AN will
be transmitted. As another example, if the period of the
system signal of the neighbouring AN is equal to that of the
system signal of the serving AN, the serving AN can obtain
timing difference between the system signal of the neigh-
bouring AN and the system signal of the serving AN along
with the period of the system signal of the neighbouring AN
and length of the transmitting time gap of the system signal
of the neighbouring AN. The time difference refers to
relative time. Assuming that within a certain period, the
system signal of the serving AN is transmitted at time point
t1 and the system signal of the neighbouring AN is trans-
mitted at time point t2, the time difference is t2—t1. In such
a case, if a time point t3 at which the system signal of the
serving AN was transmitted is known, a time point t4 at
which the system signal of the neighbouring AN will be
transmitted immediately can also be known based on the
above time difference, i.e. t4=t3+(t2—-11).

That is to say, the information related to the series of
measurement time gaps is determined at least based on the
system signal of the neighbouring access node, i.e. the
serving AN can only use information about the system signal
of the neighbouring AN to determine the information related
to the series of measurement time gaps, and the serving AN
can also use information about both of system signals of the
serving AN and the neighbouring AN to determine it.

However, it should be understood that any other method
can be used by those skilled in the art to obtain the
information related to series of measurement time gaps from
the above teachings.

Further referring to FIG. 9. As shown in FIG. 9, assuming
N_AN represents the neighbouring AN; M represents a
measurement time gap; the serving AN receives the mea-
surement request at time point t0; and a period of time from
time points 12 to t4 or time points t6 to t7 represents a
transmitting time gap of the N_AN within which a system
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signal of the N_AN will be transmitted. However, it should
be noted by those skilled in the art that the time point at
which the serving AN receives the measurement request is
used in these embodiments as the starting time of the delay,
only for simplifying description. If time taken by the serving
AN to determine information related to measurement time
gap and time taken by the serving AN to transmit the
information to the served UE are ignored, delays computed
by means of the following methods are actual delays which
will be undergone by the served UE to wait for performing
measurement. If they are not ignored, those skilled in the art
may accordingly adjust the delays computed by the means of
the following methods to get the actual delays for the served
UE.

Return back to FIG. 9 now. The serving AN may know the
nearest system signal of the neighbouring AN will be
transmitted at time point t2 according to the above-described
method when it receives the measurement request. At this
case, the delay which will be undergone by the served UE
before performing measurement may be determined as
2-t0.

In addition, in an example as shown in FIG. 9, the period
of the measurement gap can be determined as being equal to
that of the transmitting time gap of the N_AN; for example,
a period of time from time point t6 to time point t2. In an
alternative embodiment, in order to avoid frequent switching
of'the UE between the serving AN and the neighbouring AN,
the period of the measurement gap can be determined as
being twice or more times as long as that of the transmitting
time gap of the N_AN. That is to say, the period of the
measurement time gap can be a multiple of the period of the
system signal of the neighbouring access node.

Further, in an example as shown in FIG. 9, length of the
measurement gap of the serving AN can be determined as
being equal to that of the transmitting time gap of the N_AN.
However, in an alternative embodiment, time taken by the
UE to adjust its beamforming pattern will be considered. At
this case, as shown by the dashed lines in FIG. 9, length of
the measurement gap can be determined as being a sum of
an offset and length of the transmitting time gap of the
N_AN. As an example, the offset may be equal to the time
taken by the UE to adjust its beamforming pattern. However,
many other factors, such as time spent on the transmission
path by a system signal, could be considered to compute the
offset.

In such a case, as shown by FIG. 9, the delay may be
determined as t1-10. Use of the offset can guarantee a system
signal of the neighbouring AN can be fully received by the
served UE without data lost.

Based on the above teachings, many other factors may be
considered in measurement time gap designs, such as time
spent on the transmission path, and so on, in order to
increase precision of the measurement.

Next, consider a situation in which at least two neigh-
bouring ANs exist. At this case, Since the UE can not detect
signals from different ANs in terms of actual effect at the
same time, the most import thing is that a series of mea-
surement time gaps corresponding to a neighbouring AN can
not be designed as overlapping another series of measure-
ment time gaps corresponding to another neighbouring AN,
which can be done for example, by determining whether the
transmitting time gap of a system signal of the neighbouring
AN overlaps that of a system signal of the another neigh-
bouring AN.

If the transmitting time gap of the system signal of the
neighbouring AN does not overlap that of the system signal
of the another neighbouring AN, a delay corresponding to a

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

12

neighbouring access node can be determined as being dif-
ferent from that corresponding to another neighbouring
access node first, and a period of a series of measurement
time gaps may be determined as being a multiple of a period
of the system signal of the neighbouring access node and a
period of the another series of measurement time gaps may
be determined as being a multiple of a period of the system
signal of the another neighbouring access node.

Moreover, if the transmitting time gap of the system
signal of the neighbouring access node overlaps that of the
system signal of the another neighbouring access node, the
delay corresponding to the neighbouring access node can be
determined as being different from that corresponding to the
another neighbouring access node, and a period of the series
of measurement time gaps may be determined as being at
least twice as long as a period of the system signal of the
neighbouring access node, and a period of the another series
of measurement time gaps may be determined as being at
least twice as long as a period of the system signal of the
another neighbouring access node. For example, assuming
the transmitting time gaps of the system signal are divided
into odd number transmitting gaps and even number trans-
mitting gaps. In such a case, if a transmitting time gap of a
system signal of a neighbouring AN completely or partially
overlaps that of a system signal of another neighbouring AN
and a period of the system signal of the neighbouring AN is
equal to that of the system signal of the another neighbour-
ing AN, periods of both of measurement time gaps corre-
sponding to the neighbouring AN and the another neigh-
bouring AN respectively can be set as being twice as long as
the period of the system signal of one of the neighbouring
AN and the another neighbouring AN, and a delay corre-
sponding to the neighbouring AN can be set to reach an odd
number transmitting gap and another delay corresponding to
the another neighbouring AN can be set to reach a even
number transmitting gap. By doing so, overlapping between
the measurement gaps corresponding to the neighbouring
AN and the another neighbouring AN respectively may be
avoided.

Therefore, overlapping between the series of measure-
ment time gaps and the another series of measurement time
gaps can be overcome for example by increasing the period
thereof and adjusting the delays.

Return back to FIG. 2 now, after the determining step 202,
at step 204, the information related to a measurement time
gap may be transmitted to the served user equipment. Those
skilled in the art can design a lot of ways to transmit the
information, such as via a broadcast signal or a dedicated
signal.

In an embodiment, if the serving AN is performing data
communication with the UE, the method further comprises
suspending the data communication with the UE after the
transmitting step 204. In such a case, the serving AN can use
the same method as the UE to suspend the data communi-
cation, which is described above.

Moreover, with respect to the method as shown in FIG. 2,
if there is another neighbouring AN, the method further
comprises determining information related to another series
of measurement time gaps in response to receiving from the
served user equipment the measurement request for mea-
suring another neighbouring access node which is working
at the same frequency as the user equipment. Preferably, the
measurement request for measuring different neighbouring
access nodes is included in the same message. It is preferred
that the information related to measurement time gaps for
neighbouring access nodes is included in the same message.
For example, the information related to the another series of
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measurement time gaps is included in the information
related to the series of measurement time gaps.

Embodiments herein also relate to a UE for which an
analog beamforming scheme is applied according to an
exemplifying embodiment. The UE has the same objects,
technical features as the method performed by the UE. The
UE will hence only be described in brief in order to avoid
unnecessary repetition.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a UE for which an analog
beamforming scheme is applied according to an exemplify-
ing embodiment.

FIG. 3 illustrates a UE 300. The UE 300 comprises a
processing unit 301 adapted to, after the receiving step, after
a delay, perform measurement to the neighbouring access
node within the series of measurement time gaps; an input
unit 303 adapted to receive, from the serving access node,
information related to a series of measurement time gaps;
and an output unit 305 adapted to transmit, to a serving
access node, a measurement request for measuring a neigh-
bouring access node which is working at the same frequency
as the user equipment.

Within each of the series of measurement time gaps, the
performing step comprises: suspending data communication
with the serving access node; adjusting a beamforming
pattern of the user equipment; and detecting a system signal
of the neighbouring access node.

The processing unit 301 can be further adapted to after the
detecting step, re-adjust the beamforming pattern of the user
equipment; and restore the data communication with the
serving access node.

The processing unit 301 can be further adapted to after the
receiving step, after another delay, perform measurement to
another neighbouring access node within another series of
measurement time gaps, wherein the another neighbouring
access node is working at the same frequency as the user
equipment, and information related to the another series of
measurement time gaps is included in the information
related to the series of measurement time gaps.

The processing unit 301 may be for example a single
processor or multiple processors. The processing unit 301
may be a single unit or a plurality of units to perform
different actions of procedures described herein. The input
unit 303 and the output unit 305 may be arranged as an
integrated entity (for example, an antenna) or separate
entities (for example, a transmitter or a receiver).

Furthermore, the UE 300 may comprise a memory 307 for
storing information. The memory 307 may be a volatile or
non-volatile memory, e.g. an EEPROM (Electrically Eras-
able Programmable Read-Only Memory), a flash memory
and/or a hard drive, and so on.

The UE 300 may have the same advantages as the method
performed by the UE 300.

Embodiments herein also relate to an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment. The AN has the same objects,
technical features as the method performed by the AN. The
AN will hence only be described in brief in order to avoid
unnecessary repetition.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates an AN 400. The UE 400 comprises a
processing unit 401 adapted to determine information
related to a series of measurement time gaps in response to
receiving from a served user equipment a measurement
request for measuring a neighbouring access node which is
working at the same frequency as the user equipment; an
input unit 403 adapted to receiving the measurement request
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from the served user equipment; and an output unit 405
adapted to transmit the information to the served user
equipment.

In addition, the processing unit 401 can be further adapted
to after the transmitting step, suspend data communication
with the served user equipment.

In addition, the processing unit 401 can be further adapted
to before the determining step, obtain the system signal of
the neighbouring access node from the neighbouring access
node, wherein the information related to the series of mea-
surement time gaps is at least determined based on the
system signal of the neighbouring access node.

In addition, the processing unit 401 can be further adapted
to determine information related to another series of mea-
surement time gaps in response to receiving from the served
user equipment a measurement request for measuring
another neighbouring access node which is working at the
same frequency as the user equipment. The output unit 405
can be further adapted to transmit, to the served user
equipment, the information related to the another series of
measurement time gaps.

In an embodiment, the information related to the series of
measurement time gaps comprises a delay, a period of the
series of measurement time gaps, and length of each mea-
surement time gap.

The processing unit 401 may be for example a single
processor or multiple processors. The processing unit 401
may be a single unit or a plurality of units to perform
different actions of procedures described herein. The input
unit 403 and the output unit 405 may be arranged as an
integrated entity (for example, an antenna) or separate
entities (for example, a transmitter or a receiver).

Furthermore, the AN 400 may comprise a memory 407 for
storing information. The memory 407 may be a volatile or
non-volatile memory, e.g. an EEPROM (Electrically Eras-
able Programmable Read-Only Memory), a flash memory
and/or a hard drive, and so on.

The AN may have the same advantages as the method
performed by the AN.

Embodiments herein also relate to a UE for which an
analog beamforming scheme is applied according to an
exemplifying embodiment. The UE has the same objects,
technical features as the method performed by the UE. The
UE will hence only be described in brief in order to avoid
unnecessary repetition.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a UE for which an analog
beamforming scheme is applied according to an exemplify-
ing embodiment.

FIG. 5 illustrates a UE 500 comprises a processor 501 and
memory 503. The memory comprises instructions which
when executed by the processor 501 causes the UE 500 to
transmit, to a serving access node, a measurement request
for measuring a neighbouring access node which is working
at the same frequency as the user equipment; receive, from
the serving access node, information related to a series of
measurement time gaps; and after the receiving step, after a
delay, perform measurement to the neighbouring access
node within the series of measurement time gaps.

Within each of the series of measurement time gaps, the
performing step comprises: suspending data communication
with the serving access node; adjusting a beamforming
pattern of the user equipment; and detecting a system signal
of the neighbouring access node.

In an embodiment, the memory (503) further comprises
instructions, which when executed by the processor (501)
causes the user equipment (500) to: after the detecting step,
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re-adjust the beamforming pattern of the user equipment;
and restore the data communication with the serving access
node.

In an embodiment, the memory (503) further comprises
instructions, which when executed by the processor (501)
causes the user equipment (500) to: after the receiving step,
after another delay, perform measurement to another neigh-
bouring access node within another series of measurement
time gaps, wherein the another neighbouring access node is
working at the same frequency as the user equipment, and
information related to the another series of measurement
time gaps is included in the information related to the series
of measurement time gaps.

The UE may have the same advantages as the method
performed by the UE.

Embodiments herein also relate to an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment. The AN has the same objects,
technical features as the method performed by the AN. The
AN will hence only be described in brief in order to avoid
unnecessary repetition.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment.

FIG. 6 illustrates the AN 600 comprising a processor 601
and memory 603. the memory 603 comprising instructions
which when executed by the processor 601 causes the access
node 600 to: determine information related to a series of
measurement time gaps in response to receiving from a
served user equipment a measurement request for measuring
a neighbouring access node which is working at the same
frequency as the user equipment; and transmit the informa-
tion to the served user equipment.

In an embodiment, the memory 603 further comprises
instructions, which when executed by the processor 601
causes the access node 600 to: after the transmitting step,
suspend data communication with the served user equip-
ment.

In an embodiment, the memory 603 further comprises
instructions, which when executed by the processor 601
causes the access node 600 to: before the determining step,
obtain the system signal of the neighbouring access node
from the neighbouring access node, wherein the information
is determined at least based on the system signal of the
neighbouring access node.

In an embodiment, the information the series of measure-
ment time gaps comprises a delay, a period of the series of
measurement time gaps, length of each measurement time
gap.

In an embodiment, the memory 603 further comprises
instructions, which when executed by the processor 601
causes the access node 600 to: determine information related
to another series of measurement time gaps in response to
receiving from the served user equipment a measurement
request for measuring another neighbouring access node
which is working at the same frequency as the user equip-
ment; and transmit, to the served user equipment, the
information related to the another series of measurement
time gaps.

The AN may have the same advantages as the method
performed by the AN.

Embodiments herein also relate to a UE for which an
analog beamforming scheme is applied according to an
exemplifying embodiment. The UE has the same objects,
technical features as the method performed by the UE. The
UE will hence only be described in brief in order to avoid
unnecessary repetition.
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FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a UE for which an analog
beamforming scheme is applied according to an exemplify-
ing embodiment.

FIG. 7 illustrates the UE 700 comprising a transmitting
unit 701 for transmitting, to a serving access node, a
measurement request for measuring a neighbouring access
node which is working at the same frequency as the user
equipment; a receiving unit 703 for receiving, from the
serving access node, information related to a series of
measurement time gaps; and a performing unit 705 for after
the receiving step, after a delay, performing measurement to
the neighbouring access node within the series of measure-
ment time gaps.

In an embodiment, within each of the series of measure-
ment time gaps, the performing step comprises: suspending
data communication with the serving access node; adjusting
a beamforming pattern of the user equipment; and detecting
a system signal of the neighbouring access node.

In an embodiment, the UE further comprises a re-adjust-
ing unit 707 for re-adjusting the beamforming pattern of the
user equipment; and a restoring unit 709 for restoring the
data communication with the serving access node.

In an embodiment, the UE further comprises another
performing unit 711 for after the receiving step, after another
delay, performing measurement to another neighbouring
access node within another series of measurement time gaps,
wherein the another neighbouring access node is working at
the same frequency as the user equipment, and information
related to the another series of measurement time gaps is
included in the information related to the series of measure-
ment time gaps.

The UE may have the same advantages as the method
performed by the UE.

It should be noted that FIG. 7 merely illustrates various
functional units in the UE 700 in a logical sense. The
functions in practice may be implemented using any suitable
software and hardware means/circuits etc. Thus, the embodi-
ments are generally not limited to the shown structures of the
UE 700 and the functional units.

Embodiments herein also relate to an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment. The AN has the same objects,
technical features as the method performed by the AN. The
AN will hence only be described in brief in order to avoid
unnecessary repetition.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an AN according to an
exemplifying embodiment.

FIG. 8 illustrates the AN 800 comprising a determining
unit 801 for determining information related to a series of
measurement time gaps in response to receiving from a
served user equipment a measurement request for measuring
a neighbouring access node which is working at the same
frequency as the user equipment; and a transmitting unit 803
for transmitting the information to the served user equip-
ment.

In an embodiment, the AN further comprises a suspending
unit 805 for after the transmitting step, suspending data
communication with the served user equipment.

In an embodiment, the AN further comprises an obtaining
unit 807 for before the determining step, obtaining the
system signal of the neighbouring access node from the
neighbouring access node, wherein the information is deter-
mined at least based on the system signal of the neighbour-
ing access node.

In an embodiment, the information related to the series of
measurement time gaps comprises a delay, a period of the
series of measurement time gaps, length of each measure-
ment time gap.
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In an embodiment, the AN further comprises another
determining unit 809 for determining information related to
another series of measurement time gaps in response to
receiving from the served user equipment the measurement
request for measuring another neighbouring access node
which is working at the same frequency as the user equip-
ment, and the information related to the another series of
measurement time gaps is included in the information
related to the series of measurement time gaps.

The AN may have the same advantages as the method
performed by the AN.

Furthermore, it should be noted that FIG. 8 merely
illustrates various functional units in the AN 800 in a logical
sense. The functions in practice may be implemented using
any suitable software and hardware means/circuits etc. Thus,
the embodiments are generally not limited to the shown
structures of the AN 800 and the functional units.

In an embodiment, a UE according to the disclosure may
comprise a computer program comprising instructions
which, when executed on at least one processor, cause the at
least one processor to carry out the above method performed
by the UE; and a carrier comprising the computer program.

In an embodiment, an AN according to the disclosure may
comprise a computer program comprising instructions
which, when executed on at least one processor, cause the at
least one processor to carry out the above method performed
by the AN; and a carrier comprising the computer program.

It is to be understood that the choice of interacting units,
as well as the naming of the units within this disclosure are
only for exemplifying purpose, and nodes suitable to
execute any of the methods described above may be con-
figured in a plurality of alternative ways in order to be able
to execute the suggested procedure actions.

It should also be noted that the units described in this
disclosure are to be regarded as logical entities and not with
necessity as separate physical entities.

While the embodiments have been described in terms of
several embodiments, it is contemplated that alternatives,
modifications, permutations and equivalents thereof will
become apparent upon reading of the specifications and
study of the drawings. It is therefore intended that the
following appended claims include such alternatives, modi-
fications, permutations and equivalents as fall within the
scope of the embodiments and defined by the pending
claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. A measuring method performed by a user equipment for
which an analog beamforming scheme is applied, the
method comprising:
transmitting, to a serving access node, a measurement
request for measuring a neighbouring access node that
is working at a same frequency as the user equipment;

receiving, from the serving access node, information
related to a series of measurement time gaps; and

after a delay, performing a measurement to the neigh-
bouring access node within the series of measurement
time gaps, wherein within each of the series of mea-
surement time gaps, the performing comprises:

suspending data communication with the serving access
node,

adjusting a beamforming pattern of the user equipment,

and

detecting a system signal of the neighbouring access

node.

2. The measuring method according to claim 1, further
comprising: after the detecting,

re-adjusting the beamforming pattern of the user equip-

ment; and

restoring the data communication with the serving access

node.
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3. The measuring method according to claim 1, wherein
the information comprises a length of the delay, a period of
the series of measurement time gaps, and a length of each
measurement time gap.

4. The measuring method according to claim 3, wherein
the period of the series of measurement time gaps is a
multiple of a period of a system signal of the neighbouring
access node, and the length of each measurement time gap
is equal to a sum of an offset and a length of a transmitting
time gap within which the system signal of the neighbouring
access node is transmitted.

5. The measuring method according to claim 1, further
comprising: after another delay, performing measurement to
another neighbouring access node within another series of
measurement time gaps,

wherein the another neighbouring access node is working

at the same frequency as the user equipment, and
information related to the another series of measure-
ment time gaps is included in the information related to
the series of measurement time gaps.

6. The measuring method according to claim 5, wherein
the delay is different from the another delay and the series
of measurement time gaps do not overlap the another series
of measurement time gaps.

7. A method performed by an access node, the method
comprising:

determining information related to a series of measure-

ment time gaps in response to receiving from a served
user equipment a measurement request for measuring a
neighbouring access node that is working at a same
frequency as the user equipment; and

transmitting the information to the served user equipment,

wherein the transmitting includes causing the served
user equipment, to perform, after a delay, a measure-
ment of the neighbouring access node within the series
of measurement time gaps, and wherein causing the
served user equipment to perform includes causing the
served user equipment to:

suspend data communication with the access node,

adjust a beamforming pattern of the user equipment, and

detect a system signal of the neighbouring access node.

8. The method according to claim 7,

wherein the information related to the series of measure-

ment time gaps is determined at least based on a system
signal of the neighbouring access node.

9. The method according to claim 7, wherein the infor-
mation comprises: a delay, a period of the series of mea-
surement time gaps, and a length of each measurement time
gap.

10. The method according to claim 7, further comprising:

determining information related to another series of mea-

surement time gaps in response to receiving from the
served user equipment a measurement request for mea-
suring another neighbouring access node that is work-
ing at the same frequency as the user equipment, and
the information related to the another series of mea-
surement time gaps is included in the information
related to the series of measurement time gaps.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the series
of measurement time gaps do not overlap the another series
of measurement time gaps.

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein

if a transmitting time gap of a system signal of the

neighbouring access node does not overlap that of a
system signal of the another neighbouring access node,

a delay corresponding to the neighbouring access node is

different from that corresponding to the another neigh-
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bouring access node, and a period of the series of
measurement time gaps is a multiple of a period of the
system signal of the neighbouring access node, and a
period of the another series of measurement time gaps
is a multiple of a period of the system signal of the
another neighbouring access node.
13. The method according to claim 11, wherein
if a transmitting time gap of a system signal of the
neighbouring access node overlaps that of a system
signal of the another neighbouring access node,
a delay corresponding to the neighbouring access node is
different from that corresponding to the another neigh-
bouring access node, and a period of the series of
measurement time gaps is at least twice as long as a
period of the system signal of the neighbouring access
node, and a period of the another series of measurement
time gaps is at least twice as long as a period of the
system signal of the another neighbouring access node.
14. A user equipment for which an analog beamforming
scheme is applied, the user equipment comprising:
a processor and a memory, the memory including instruc-
tions which when executed by the processor cause the
user equipment to:
transmit, to a serving access node, a measurement
request for measuring a neighbouring access node
that is working at a same frequency as the user
equipment;

receive, from the serving access node, information
related to a series of measurement time gaps; and

after a delay, perform a measurement to the neighbouring

access node within the series of measurement time

gaps, wherein within each of the series of measurement

time gaps, to perform the measurement includes:

to suspend data communication with the serving access
node,

to adjust a beamforming pattern of the user equipment,
and

to detect a system signal of the neighbouring access
node.

15. The user equipment according to claim 14, wherein
the memory includes further instructions, which when
executed by the processor cause the user equipment to:

re-adjust the beamforming pattern of the user equipment;
and

restore the data communication with the serving access
node.

16. The user equipment according to claim 14, wherein
the memory includes further instructions, which when
executed by the processor cause the user equipment to:

after another delay, perform a measurement to another
neighbouring access node within another series of
measurement time gaps, wherein the another neigh-
bouring access node is working at the same frequency
as the user equipment, and information related to the
another series of measurement time gaps is included in
the information related to the series of measurement
time gaps.

17. An access node comprising:

a processor and a memory, the memory including instruc-
tions which when executed by the processor cause the
access node to:
determine information related to a series of measure-

ment time gaps in response to receiving from a
served user equipment a measurement request for
measuring a neighbouring access node that is work-
ing at a same frequency as the user equipment; and

10

25

30

35

40

45

55

20

transmit the information to the served user equipment,
wherein to transmit includes to cause the served user
equipment, to perform, after a delay, a measurement
of the neighbouring access node within the series of
measurement time gaps, and wherein to cause the
served user equipment to perform includes to cause
the served user equipment to:

suspend data communication with the access node,

adjust a beamforming pattern of the user equipment,
and

detect a system signal of the neighbouring access node.

18. The access node according to claim 17, wherein the
information includes a delay, a period of the series of
measurement time gaps, and a length of each measurement
time gap.

19. The access node according to claim 17, wherein the
memory includes further instructions, which when executed
by the processor cause the access node to:

determine the information at least based on a system
signal of the neighbouring access node.

20. The access node according to claim 17, wherein the
memory includes further instructions, which when executed
by the processor cause the access node to:

determine information related to another series of mea-
surement time gaps in response to receiving from the
served user equipment a measurement request for mea-
suring another neighbouring access node that is work-
ing at the same frequency as the user equipment; and

transmit, to the served user equipment, the information
related to the another series of measurement time gaps.

21. A user equipment for which an analog beamforming
scheme is applied, the user equipment comprising:

a transmitting unit to transmit, to a serving access node,

a measurement request for measuring a neighbouring
access node that is working at a same frequency as the
user equipment;

a receiving unit to receive, from the serving access node,
information related to a series of measurement time
gaps; and

a performing unit to perform, after a delay, a measurement
to the neighbouring access node within the series of
measurement time gaps, wherein within each of the
series of measurement time gaps, to perform comprises
to:

suspend data communication with the serving access
node,

adjust a beamforming pattern of the user equipment, and

detect a system signal of the neighbouring access node.

22. An access node comprising:

a determining unit to determine information related to a
series of measurement time gaps in response to receiv-
ing from a served user equipment a measurement
request for measuring a neighbouring access node that
is working at a same frequency as the user equipment;
and

a transmitting unit to transmit the information to the
served user equipment, wherein to transmit includes to
cause the served user equipment, to perform, after a
delay, a measurement of the neighbouring access node
within the series of measurement time gaps, and
wherein to cause the served user equipment to perform
includes to cause the served user equipment to:

suspend data communication with the access node,

adjust a beamforming pattern of the user equipment, and
detect a system signal of the neighbouring access node.
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